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Huge Crowds, High Bids
Highlight EJF Auction
BY ALEX SAUNDERS

Staff Writer

auctioneer Professor Cheh, encouraging
students to bid more. Dean Young even
made an appearance, offering students a
chance to dine with him; a dinner that
ultimately received a $300 bid. "I feel like
everything went for more money than last
year," said Mitka Hayes, a 3L.

The Equal Justice Foundation's
yearly auction for summer subsidies fea
tured a "Moulin Rouge" theme and some
of the school's most popular administra
tors and professors
as auctioneers in
outrageous garb on
April 8th.
The
atmo
sphere at the event
was raucous as stu
dents bid for every
thing from dinner
with favorite profes
sors to a hockey
stick signed by the
Washington Capi
tols.
"It's one of
the few events where
all the students get
involved," said 3L
Chris Hamner.
Free Drinks 1L Todd Chatman (left). Dean David Johnson and 1L George Wu
and food drew a
L The festive crowd gave an especially
standing-room-only
crowd as students clamored for seating warm welcome to Professor Maggs, who
and a chance to bid on some bizarre also served as an auctioneer. Dean
items. The proceeds are used for summer Johnson wore the most outrageous cos
grants for students working in non-pay tume, however, looking like the Moulin
ing public interest jobs.
« Rouge's beloved boss, Harold Zidler,
"I know you've got money," urged complete with a top hat and a well-oiled

mustache. Professor Sirulnik also received
an animated response, auctioneering with
sunglasses on and beer in hand.
Among the other items up for bid
were a pair of quarterback sneakers from
the Washington Redskins, the opportu
nity to go to a shooting range with Pro
fessor Cottrol
and a chance
to play racquetball with
Professors
Brauneis and
Butler. A wine
tasting with
Professor
Peterson
brought the
most aggres
sive bidding of
the evening
drawing
a
whopping
$470 wining
bid.
"That's
i EJr
r,r Auction.
^
open the

a little
,, ex. ,
treme, said
Matt Cooper, a 3L. Cooper then admit
ted that he too had bid on the wine tast

ing with Professor Peterson but was out
bid. "Unfortunately, we didn't win it,"
said Cooper.

Professor Theresa Gabaldon

See AUCTION page 4

BLSA Mock Trial Team Places
Third in National Competition
BY JANE YANOVSKY

News Editor
Mitka Baker and Natalie Norfus
did not know what to expect when they
arrived in Boston for the Black Law Stu
dents' Association's (BLSA's) National
Mock Trial Competition. No GW team
had ever participated in the somewhat
recently established tournament, but
Baker and Norfus won the regional com
petition, held in Norfolk, VA in January,
and advanced.
"We knew that lot of the teams
were from schools with very good mock
trial programs, so we weren't sure what
to expect-there was a very broad spec
trum of talent," said Baker.
The regional competitions had
whittled down the field of approximately
sixty-eight teams nationwide to just

News
Internet Attacked - page
3.
Brown v. Board - p age 2.

twelve competing in Boston: the top two
teams from each of the six regions. A
team from Georgetown that defeated the
other GW team at the Norfolk competi
tion for second place joined Baker and
Norfus in representing the Mid-Atlantic
region.
Baker and Norfus served as coun
sel, while fellow GW law students
Sharese Pryor and Ashanti Matlock acted
as their witnesses. Arguing both sides of
a defamation case involving some sloppy
newspaper reporting accusing a famous
community member of illegally using
child labor, the team advanced through
two preliminary rounds, and the
quarterfinals, before ultimately reaching
the semi-finals. They finished third over
all for an impressive inaugural effort.
What made their success even sweeter?
"Georgetown didn't even make it past the
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first round," cheerfully noted Baker.
With the trial run over, Baker hopes
that GW's involvement will continue and
improve in the coming years. "I think
it'd be beneficial to have the Mock Trial
Board work with BLSA on this competi
tion," she said, noting that she, Norfus,
and Pryor are all Mock Trial Board mem
bers, as were the students on the other
GW team that competed in Norfolk, Jen
nifer Gauthier and Charlene Kow.
Though they did not advance to Nation
als,-Gauthier took home the Best Oralist
prize at the Regional Competition.
In Boston, Baker was surprised to
find that they were the only team with
out a coach. Many teams even had fac
ulty coaches, whereas GW usually relies
on students to serve in that capacity for
all their competitions. Baker thought that
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O'Connell
Receives
George
Washington
Award
BY JANE YANOVSKY

News Editor
When she got the letter in the mail
on April 9, 3L Day soon-to-be graduate
Ann O'Connell had no idea why she was
being congratulated. The letter informed
her that the GW Awards Selection Com
mittee of the Joint Committee of Faculty
and Students had selected her to receive
the George Washington Award at this
year's commencement. The award, in
stituted in 1976, is given out each year to
several graduating students across the
various divisions of the University in rec
ognition of significant contributions to
University life.

Though normally pre

sented at the main University graduation

ceremony, O'Connell may be able to re

ceive her award at the Law School gradu
ation with her family in attendance.

The recipients are usually nomi
nated by a member of the GW commu
nity and have to submit letters of recom
mendations in support of their candidacy.
But O'Connell, nominated by fellow 3L
Brandon Briscoe, remained in the dark
about the process because her fellow stu
dents and professors gathered together to
support her cause without giving any
thing away.
Briscoe nominated
O'Connell because he "was impressed
that Ann did so many different things and
yet did them all so much better than ev
eryone else who was doing them."
Briscoe first saw an ad soliciting
nominations in The Hatchet. Later, as
Editor-in-Chief of the Nota Bene, he also
took a phone call from the committee in
charge wanting to publicize the award to
the Law School community. He saw it
as a lucky break:
"Law students in general don't re
ceive very much of the credit they deserve
- even the law school's ceremony is a little
weak, so I though this was an excellent
opportunity to recognize someone who
definitely deserves more attention for all
her service in so many capacities at a
wider University level."
Briscoe turned to Professors
Unumb and Peterson,, as well as LRW
Program Assistant Pam Chamberlain, to

See O'CONNELL page 4
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EI SA from page 1.
may be helpful to have a
ch, something that the Mock Trial
ar s mcreased involvement can facili
tate.
,uture 11

Baker also noted the diversity of the
competitors, "1 thought it was very inter
esting that some teams had few minority
students," including the team from
Georgetown. Anyone who is a member
of a school's BLSA chapter can partici
pate, and the organization does not dis
criminate on the basis of race or origin.
BLSA's mock trial competition does

AUCTION from page l.
submitted one of the more unique items
not yet have the same polish as its better in the auction by offering to draw the
known moot court competition, but the winning bidder and their pet. Bidding was
competitors found the experience ex especially active in response to the auc
tremely valuable. "BLSA had a lot of tioning of an "insider's tour" of the Su
kinks to work out, but I would certainly preme Court with Professor Kerr. The five
recommend it. I think any external com student tour drew one of the evening's
petition is very worthwhile," said Baker. highest winning bids at $660.
An excellent opportunity for GW stu
A Law & Order Script signed by
dents to match up against their counter Sam Waterston and other Law & Order
parts across the country, the BLSA tour
cast members received a winning bid of
nament promises to become an important $310. One of the strangest items at the
hands-on experience for mock trial enthu auction was a laser teeth whitening, that
siasts for years to come.
received only the minimum bid. Corey
Westbrook, last year's SBA President,
also helped with the auction, offering up
breakfast in bed served by the new SBA
President, Eric Koester. Professor Schoo
ner also made a brief appearance, lead
ing one student to wonder how he man

GW Recognizes Exceptional 3L
O'CONNELL from page 1.
compile the necessary paperwork. Many
hours of legwork and a few months of
waiting later, a law student worthy of dis
tinction will finally get her prize.
So what made O'Connell stand out
from the rest? Originally from Elk Grove,
IL, this graduate of the University of Il
linois came to law school "thinking that
[she] was going to take advantage of all
available opportunities before becoming
a lawyer."
She has
certainly stuck
to her objec
tives. In her
last year as a
law student,
she served as a
Coordinating
Dean's Fellow
while at the
same
time
teaching her
own class of
lLs; as the
Vice-President
Interscholastic
of the Moot
Court Board;
3L Anne
as a Managing
Editor of the Law Review; and as the
Advisory Board Chairman for the GW
chapter of the Sigma Kappa undergradu
ate sorority, among several other occu
pations. "The extra-curriculars are what
has taught me most about being a law
yer," said O'Connell.
She keeps her sanity with plenty of
coffee and early morning runs: she has
run three marathons since the beginning
of law school. Next year, O'Connell will
head to Fargo, ND, to clerk for the same
Eighth Circuit judge as her own Dean's

Fellow, Courtney Gilligan, who is cur
rently clerking for the Supreme Court
Chief Justice William Rehnquist.
Among her wide array of activities,
however, what has mattered most to
O'Connell was the ability to form rela
tionships with other students and to guide
the incoming lLs.
"Without a doubt, being a Dean's
Fellow is the thing I enjoyed most. Not
only because
you were learn
ing skills as you
were doing it,
but as a 3L hav
ing this opportu
nity to develop
these skills and
be able to teach
them to other
people is some
thing you can't
get with other
things in law
school."
That de
sire to share her
gifts with others
is perhaps what
O'Connell
tipped the bal
ance .in O'Connell's favor when it came
to getting the award. Said Briscoe, "I
would talk to her students and other
Dean's Fellows and the Law Review Edi
tor, and to the president of the undergrad
sorority, and so many used almost iden
tical language: they said -despite all these
things Ann does, she somehow manages
to put us first. It's just incredible that
everyone thinks that she puts them above
the others, when really she just does ev
erything at a higher level."

Interested in Writing for the next edition of the
Nota Bene.7
The Nota Bene is looking for submissions)
including news articles, op-ed pieces and letters
to the editor.
No Experience Necessary; lLs Welcome
If interested, send an e-mail to

aged to get out of his evening section class
to participate in the auction.
One of the other items that drew
attention was a chance to write and per
form a skit at next year's Law Revue
show. Cast members Frank Lattuca and
Sarah Hensley did a little bit of stand-up
comedy, stirring up enthusiasm for their
item.
"I think it's an interesting idea to
sell time in the Law Revue show without
the commitment of being in the cast,"
said Mitka Hayes.
Hayes said that although she didn't
win anything in the live auction, she did
get involved in the silent auction. Many
other students also took the opportunity
to bid on items in this silent auction that
featured photographs by fellow students
and various items donated by local stores.

Dean Johnson served as the first auctioneer at the EJF Auction

INTERNET from page 3 .
and strengthen the coverage of the wire
less network. A Telecom wireless system,
designed to boost the strength of wire
less signals, was due to be installed last
summer, but arrived late and was only
recently installed over spring break. Ad
ditionally, a number of access points will
be added to the second floor, the clinic
buildings, and 2002 G Street over the sum
mer. Finally, Briggs said the school in
tends to "flush out" the connection fully
in the library, enabling students to con
nect from anywhere inside.
"We really want to encourage stu
dents to spread out and use their laptops
to make connections where ever they
can," said Briggs.
Yet the network is plagued by more
than just complaining students with lim
ited accessibility. The network has also
been attacked by hostile programs like
worms and viruses. Just last week, the
SBA office computer downloaded a vi
rus that opened up a File Transfer Proto
col (FTP) connection to the Internet.
"It was a generic worm," said
Briggs "the type of virus you get from
opening up an attachment to an email."
According to Briggs, the FTP con
nection would allow a hacker to both
download information that was already
on the computer, and upload new files to
it without anyone ever knowing. Thank
fully, however, no files were transferred
to or from the SBA computer. Briggs
speculated that this occurred because the
computer lacked free space, making it

virtually useless to whoever had gained
access.
The computer team solved the prob
lem by replacing the computers. "We had
plans to update those computers anyway,
and so when the virus hit we just stepped
up those plans," explained Briggs.
While the SBA computer incident
was a relatively benign problem, Briggs
warned that viruses can be potentially
lethal. The blaster worm that invaded
computers nationwide last fall caused a
great deal of damage to the wireless sys
tem, though Briggs claimed it could have
been a lot worse.
"I could write a program that, if
someone opened it on their computer,
could potentially erase everything on their
hard drive, or completely take down the
network," he said.
Briggs cautioned students to be ex
tra careful when opening attachments.
He warned that, even if you have virus
scan software, or even if the email is from
a person you know very well, you still run
a risk of infection. Some viruses can re
write parts of Antivirus software to ig
nore their presence, and almost all viruses
can use an email system's address book
to send themselves.
As Briggs put it, "It's kind of like
the old wild west. There are no laws, or
boundaries as to what can happen, and
you can get yourself into a lot of trouble.
If I got an attachment on an email from
my own mother, and I wasn't expecting
it, I wouldn't open it."
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A Fond Farewell

W

ell, it's finally here. My get too far, because of the absolute ridicu
final column for Nota lousness of her first sentence. Tammy be
Bene. People have been gan, "This morning I turned on my com
asking me what I am going to write about puter." That immediately caused me to
in my final column. Of course, I still have stop her and ask her what the hell she was
no idea, but the deadline is fast approach thinking by seducing her computer! She
ing -actually, the dead
became embarrassed
line has already passed
and never finished her
- so it's now or never.
story. Thank God.
I've decided to
9. At the UVA
write about what makes
Softball tournament, a
going to law school at
friend and I were walk
GW so good. For the
ing back to the hotel af
last three years, I've
ter going out. We were
been very lucky. I've
walking
by the fraterni
ERIK BAPTIST
made some great
ties when we noticed the
friends, taken classes
darnedest thing -the ffafrom world-class profes
ternity Pi Omega
sors, and taken advantage of some really Omega. My friend, Delilah, immediately
awesome undergrads -uh, opportunities. arrived at the same thought as me: the
One of GW's greatest strengths is fraternity was named POO! POO! Can
its professors - notwithstanding my rather you believe it? Neither could we.
disappointing GPA. Our professors re
8. Three of my friends and I had
ally put forth a tremendous effort to give the awesome opportunity of going out to
entertaining, effective lectures. And, of lunch with a Supreme Court Justice (and,
course, I'm only speaking of those pro no, not Justice Thomas - we just go to
fessors who gave me favorable grades; it's romantic dinners with each other). Dur
still not too late, you know, to get on my ing lunch the Justice pointed to my friend,
good side.
Mildred, and basically hazed her. Yell
In addition to the professors, many ing at her, he said, "Are you going to fin
of the students at GW are a fun group of ish your wine? If not, give it me and put
people. Let me clarify that previous state it to good use." My friend was flustered
ment: many people of the 3L class are and replied back to him that she was go
fun, but the jury is still out on the lLs ing to finish her wine. It was better than
and 2Ls.
any oral argument.
Allow me to explain. Over the
7. My friend, Tammy Twobucks,
years, GW has increased its national has experienced numerous embarrassing
rankings among law schools. We're now
moments around me. This is not an ex-

THREE (HEL)L

officially a top-20 law school. To be hon
est, I'm not thrilled with this move. In
stead of maintaining a reputation of a

law school that balances academic and
social life, I believe the law students here
are becoming too serious with their stud
ies and fail to understand the concept of
just having fun.
Maybe I'm just bitter that my lLs
stood me up for dinner the other night.
(Come on, I was their Dean's Fellow for
the whole year; that's the least they could
do for me! Just show up for dinner!! But
NOOOOOOOO!!! I'm not bitter.) Es
sentially, if becoming a top-20 law school
means sacrificing the social student, then
I'd rather go back to being a top-25 law
school.
There is just too much to say in one
column to discuss my three years here at
GW law. But I think one of my first-year
professors summarized it best, when we
asked him, 3 years ago at orientation,
what we should expect from law school
and his class: "A little of this, a little of
that. Some truths, some half-truths, some
lies." I'm still not sure what the hell he
meant by that statement, but I'm assum
ing it's true.
When I put that pencil down for the
last time after an exam, I know exactly
what I'm going to do: I'm getting a fullbody massage. My first-year LRW sec
tion bought our Dean's Fellow a $120 gift
certificate to spa in Georgetown. I now
know what an awesome gift that was; she
was thrilled and she thanked us when she
used it. I need someone to knead out the
knots in my body after the ups and downs,
excitements and disappointments, and
successes and failures of law school.
I couldn't finish my final column
without one last top 10 list. With further
ado, here's Erik's Top 10 List of His Fa
vorite Random Law School Moments:
10. One morning before class, my
friend, Tammy Twobucks, was going to
tell me a story about something weird that
happened to her that morning. She didn't

ception. The other day she came back
from the bathroom and told me, "The

Insert Title Here, Mr.
New Editor Man

O

K, so I'm drunk. So what? won the Happy Hour Challenge. Some of you
After years of promising it will get this and others won't. You know
to each other, as if we you've won the Happy Hour Challenge when
drink all the time and it'd be easy to fit you realize you 're the lastgroup standing. You
in, Erik Baptist and I finally just had look up from your table at the bar at 8 p.m.
happy hour together, between Thursty and realize that the entiregroup of happy hour
Thirsday and Bar Review. And, I have clientele, e xcept you, has left. Congratula
to say, we made some incredible discov tions, you've won the Happy Hour Challenge.
I know we did tonight.
eries about life, stuff
It was a little freaky
that'll really help in our
though because right
future—assuming our fu
about that time, Cheri
ture is as much a waste
as this evening was.
Oteri (of Saturday Night
Live fame) sat down with
So here's the first
thing. Wait, not first.
a friend right by us.
That's second. This is
Okay, maybe it wasn't
first. I'm doing that
her. Maybe this was an
thing where I have to
other experience like
hold one eye shut in or
CHRIS MCCLINT OCK when Erik was convinced
der to see the screen.
that he'd found Chandra
Those of you who felt the
Levy (really just a 3L) at
compulsion to drunk
the end of our first-year
email at the end of Friday and Saturday Barrister's Ball.
nights in co llege know what I'm talking
Anyway, Cheri and friend asked if
about.
we were at Mackey's for the final episode
OK, so now the first thing. Well, of "The Apprentice," which the bar was
second. Oh, you get my point. As it turns about to show and for which it was offer
out, Erik and I are kinda good looking. I ing drink specials. For no reason at all,
know all of our female friends are groan we got all salty and told them no, in an
ing reading this, and we'll never get a offended manner. Then Erik told Cheri
friendly compliment from them again. Oteri's friend, "You're fired." They were
But hear me out.
not amused. We were, though.
You see, Erik and I are both in commit
Other than that we just talked about

My Mens Rea

ted relationships. Thus, it's like a law of phys
normal stuff, including everyday conver
ics: as we walked into Mac key's this evening, sation pieces, \iV.e poWxfcs and otVver com
mon topics. For example, "Reagan was
I swear like four girls sitting at the outside

charismatic and tough on foreign aggres
tab/es stopped ra/king and just warcbecf us
walk in. And I was sober for that part, so / sion, but even if a monkey were president
let paper, and there was no soap." An know it's true. Besides, I also know it's true at the time, the cold war would have
innocent statement? I think not. Think because, as I said, we're in committed relation ended during that presidential term. (No
about it. I realized what her statement ships, so of course, now women will check us tice the two sides of that debate? Fortu
meant and informed her of her revolting out left and right. Explain that one, Sexless. nately, it didn't last long.) Pornography
We did talk for a while about is totally unrealistic. (Apparently Erik
behavior: "So, basically, you didn't wipe,
failed to flush the toilet, and you didn't women, though, as a result. This is gonna had a class on this at Vanderbilt.) And,
be offensive, but maybe it'll be less offen perhaps most importantly, the personali
wash your hands. That's disgusting."
6. In one of my first-year classes, sive once I'm sober than I thought it was ties on the portal discussion are some
where
bethe professor called on a student to an when I was
tween
the
dia
swer a question. He replied, "Yes, sir." drunk. You
bolical egoThe only problem was that the professor think? Yeah,
For
example,
Reagan
was
centricity
of
was a woman. Luckily for him and all me neither.
Stewie
from
charismatic and tough on foreign
Erik pointed
of us, she laughed it off.
Fox's Family
5. One of my first-year professors, out that, as I
aggression, but even if a monkey
Guy
and the
let's call him Professor Sanders, was very have noticed
were
president
at
the
time,
the
self-absorbed
good at keeping the gunners in check. He before, really
megalomania
always knew what to say in response to attractive
cold war would have ended
of
Mango
women
seem
some stupid comment or question. For
during that presidential term.
from
Saturday
to
hang
out
instance, when one perennial gunner was
Night
Live.
doing his usual "summarize-what-the- with really
Way
to
overestimate
your
self-impor
plain-looking
women.
Is
this
a
result
of
professor-just-said-to-try-to-sound-intelligent," Professor Sanders retorted, in his the fact that really attractive people are tance, people.
Yeah, I said something mean. But
typical southern drawl, "Why are you still rare, and therefore likely to hang out with
people
get mean when they drink. I'm
people
less
attractive,
or
is
it
a
mu
ch
more
speaking?" That shut the dork up.
actually
kidding. (Drunk people blatantly
significant
worldwide
conspiracy?
Who
4. Another time, Professor Sand
try
to
cover
their tracks, too.) Seriously,
knows?
ers asked another gunner a question. The
I
just
like
to
joke with people who put
Erik,
while
leaving
a
voicemail
for
gunner gave an inadequate response, so
themselves
out
there so easily. (Drunk
Rachel
"Booze"
Cruz,
also
pointed
out
Professor Sanders asked him to speak like
people
also
say
things
before they realize
another
mystery
of
life—how
can
we
stop
a law student when giving an answer. The
they
might
insult
their
friends.)
I'm sorry,
the
cell
phone
companies
from
scamming
gunner sarcastically replied, "I'm a law
Brad.
It
meant
it
as
a
joke,
really.
You
us?
Aren't
you
sick
and
tired
of
hearing
student and I'm giving an answer; hence,
rule.
I
said
rule
because
Canadians
are
the
fifteen
menu
options
that
take
two
I'm speaking like a law student." Profes
into
the
whole
monarchy
thing,
aren't
extra
minutes
to
listen
to
when
leaving
a
sor Sanders, with his quick wit, remarked,
"Well, why don)t you speak like an intel voicemail, aggregating to millions of they?
Ok, that's it. This was a pathetic
ligent law student." Again, that shut the dollars a month for the cell companies?
column,
wasn't it? I hope they print it,
Well,
today
is
a
new
day,
folks.
Rise
up.
dork right up.
with
all
these
inside jokes. I hope you all
Every
cell
company
has
options
in
the
3. First year we liked to write fake
enjoyed
reading
my crap these past few
voicemail
settings
to
turn
that
crap
off.
"romantic" messages to fellow students.
years.
I
figured
you'd all expect me to
They're
hard
to
find,
but
they're
there.
Tammy Twobucks name was used the
end
on
a
low
note,
so here it is. I'll miss
Set
your
cell
voicemail
to
have
nothing
most. It was fun to have the section abuzz
you
and
GW
Law
terribly
when I'm out
but
your
own
voice
greeting!
Save
every
about this mysterious man in love with
in
the
real
world,
expected
to create re
one
money
and
stick
it
to
the
cell
phone
Tammy. 2. Not graduating with the un
sults
on
a
daily
basis.
You
folks
rock. Stay
companies!
dergraduates. It hasn't happened yet, but
real. Later on.
Erik
and
I
are
also
proud
becau
se
we
I know it'll be great.
1. Dean's Jeans Day.
bathroom is in horrible condition. The
toilet doesn't flush, there wasn't any toi-
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Brown v. Board of Education Celebrates 50th Anniversary
BY JONATHAN HALL BACKENSTOSE

Staff Writer
Brown v. Board of Education
("Brown") is one of the better known
cases of the 20th century. There is good
reason for this because it stands for the
idea that all Americans should not only
have equal access to education, but should
have equal access together. It is also im
portant as it preceded and aided the
struggles for civil rights that were to fol
low. This landmark case, decided in 1954,
will have its 50th anniversary on May 17.
In celebration of the upcoming an
niversary, the law school sponsored a pro
gram on Mar. 18, 2004 entitled Brown v.
Board of Education - 50th Anniversary Cel
ebration. The program featured a key
note address by Charles Olgetree followed
by a reception and booksigning of
Olgetree's new book, All Deliberate Speed:
Reflections on the First Half-Century of Brown
v. Board of Education. A tremendous turn
out of students attended the event, over
flowing L201. L402 carried a televised
transmission of the event for the overflow.
The program was cosponsored by the
Black Law Students Association
("BLSA"), the American Constitution
Society ("ACS"), and the Hispanic Law
Student Association ("HLSA").
Professor Olgetree began by saying
that the success of Brown was due fore
most to the advocacy of Charles
Hamilton Houston. It was Houston, he
added, that laid much of the foundation
work that allowed Jim Crow laws and
segregation to be defeated. Houston was
one of the first African-American stu
dents at Harvard Law School, and the
first African-American on its Law Re
view.
After graduation, however, he was
unable to get a job at any law firm, so he
returned to the District of Columbia, his
hometown, and became the Dean of
Howard Law School. There, he was able
to train many of the lawyers who would
prove influential in combating racism in
the law, including Justice Thurgood
Marshall.
Echoing the theme of his talk,
Olgetree noted that Houston had a say
ing that lawyers are one of two things,
either a social engineer or a parasite.
Olgetree noted that the 1954 Brown
decision provided no remedy. That came,
he said, in 1955 with "Brown II." Brown
II is troubling, he continued, because
while it said segregation had to end, it
required federal courts and lower courts
to implement its holding with "all delib
erate speed."
It was these words, he noted, that
allowed those places which did not agree
with Brown to delay implementing it. He
chose the words "all deliberate speed" to
be the title of his book because it deals
with the history and implications of the
Brown v. Board of Education decision.
Olgetree commented that Brown
was disappointing because of the states'
noncompliance. He noted that in 1955,
a young northern African-American was
lynched in the South.
In 1963, there was the great march
on Washington, D.C. and Dr. Martin
Luther King infamous speech. The Civil
Rights Act was implemented in 1964. In
1965, there was the march over the
Edmund Pettus Bridge, where many were
beaten, and the enactment of the Voting
Rights Act. In 1968, James Earl Ray as
sassinated Dr. Martin Luther King.
Olgetree noted "I want this history to be

known, because we think we just got here,
but really it took a lot of sacrifice by many
to achieve it."
Olgetree used some of his own ex
periences to illuminate the remaining
problems after Brown. He relayed the
story that in traveling to Boston to attend
Harvard Law School, he and his wife
became lost.
When he telephoned a friend for
directions, he was warned to get back in

She notes there are four trends that have
emerged.
One is that Brown v. Board of Educa
tion was not really that big a step, as
America was heading towards greater
equality and civil rights generally. A sec
ond is that it was badly reasoned and that
its constitutional underpinnings, such as
the 14th amendment which was not writ
ten to cover segregation, are unable to
support it.

Harvard Professor Charles Ogletree
his car and to get out of that area. He
was amazed, he said, that 20 years after
Brown, and in Boston, one of the homes
of abolitionists, African-Americans were
still subject to racially-motivated violence.
Olgetree concluded by telling stu
dents to keep on challenging professors,
faculty, and others to remain vigilant.
While Brown was a brilliant decision, he
said, it is not without its faults. Many of
the places where the Supreme Court man
dated desegregation in Brown II are more
segregated today than 50 years ago. Both
white-flight and black middle-class flight
are responsible, he noted.
"We are seeing 40-50% dropout
rates for Black and Hispanic high school
students in many areas," he said. "Where
will the future Harvard and Stanford mi
nority students come from?"
Olgetree also noted that many Black
communities still suffer from lack of
health care, unemployment, and high im
prisonment rates.
"Once a person gets a felony con
viction for drugs, there is no way for that
person to get a job or otherwise contrib
ute to himself or society" he added. In
closing, he noted that while May 17th will
be a time for celebration, it should also
be a time to get busy. Quoting Justice
O'Connor, he said, in 25 years, the diver
sity programs shouldn't be necessary.
Mary Cheh, Professor of Constitu
tional and Criminal Procedure Law at
GWU, cautioned that in the academic
world, the 50th anniversary of Brown v.
Board of Education has sparked a lot of
revisionist and critical academic writing.

A third criticism, noted Cheh, is
that Brown v. Board of Education planted a
seed that made integration more difficult
in that it became the catalyst for "white
flight," which, in turn, created de facto
geographic segregation. The fourth ma
jor criticism is that Brown v. Board of Edu
cation placed judges into the role of run
ning political and social institutions, a job
better left to local communities.
At the end of the day, Cheh ob
served, had Brown gone the other way, it
would have been a disaster for America
as it would have sent the message that
segregation was ok. "For its time, it was
important that the Supreme Court unani

mously came out against this" she said.
"Its one of the most important Supreme
Court cases ever decided."
RayMing Chang, 3L President of
ACS, agreed. "I think it was an extraor
dinarily important case that helped spark
the Civil Rights Movement. It told us
that we should live in this nation as one
people."
Olgetree is the Jesse Climenko Pro
fessor of Law at Harvard University. He
received a B.A. and an M.A., both in Po
litical Science from, Stanford University.
Olgetree received his J.D. from Harvard
Law School where he was editor of the
Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Re
view and served on the board of the
Harvard Prison Legal Assistance Pro
gram. He began his career in the District
of Columbia as a Public Defender.
He rose through the ranks to be
come Training Director, Trial Chief, and
Deputy Director of the Service. There
after, he entered into private practice with
the law firm Jessamy, Keys, Jessamy &
Botts. In 1991, Olgetree served as Legal
Counsel to Professor Anita Hill during
the Senate Confirmation Hearings for
Justice Clarence Thomas.
Olgetree has received numerous
awards and other recognitions over the
years including the National Bar
Association's Presidential Award for The
Renaissance Man of the Legal Profession
in 1996, the Washington Bar
Association's Charles Hamilton Houston
Medallion of Merit in 2001, and was se
lected by the National Law Journal as one
of the 100 Most Influential Lawyers in
America in 2001. Additionally, in 2003,
Olgetree was selected by the American
Bar Association to head its Brown v.
Board of Education Commission.
The March 18 program was set up
"with the help of the members of the
GWU Brown v. Board of Education
Committee: Chelsea Andrews, Chevon
Brooks, RayMing Chang, Abihail Garcia,
Andrew Insenga, Karolynn Jones,
Shawnte Mitchell, Ira Okyne, Monise
Stephenson, Michelle Thomas, Leonar
Velazquez, and Cherrie-Ann Walters.
Additional thanks go to Professor
Spencer Overton, Professor Paul Butler,
Mike Leddy and the GWU bookstore,
Andrew Laurence and the GWU Law
Media Center, Paul Fucito and the GWU
Law School Communications Office, the
GWU Law Student Bar Association,
Ryme Kathouda and WPFW (Pacifica
Radio Station), Allen & Roxanna
Walters, and Lynna Cobrall.
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Internet Access
Attacked....Again

SBA Beat
SBA Holds Final Meeting; New Senators Join SBA
Senate; End of Year Party Planned
BY ALAN TAUBER

BY FRANK LATTUCA

News Editor
In recent weeks, the law school's
internet access has come under attack,
both critically and literally. Many stu
dents are still upset about the spotty con
nections the wireless network affords, and
are apt to complain about it. Addition
ally, a computer virus that has been plagu
ing college campuses across the nation
over the past month attacked computers
in the SBA office last week. All of this
has made for a particularly busy month
for Information Systems staffer Mike
Briggs.
Students' general complaints
about the wireless network are twofold:
they cannot get access, or once they do
get access the connection will stall, or
eventually time out. Briggs explained that
this happens for many reasons-users may
be trying to access the network all at once,
or a student might have a low end wire
less card that does not maintain connec
tions well. However, Briggs believes the
main problem is that users are unfamil
iar with the location of the access points
throughout the school. The access points
transmit information to and from the
user's computer using a radio signal,
which, just like the signal from a radio
station, diminishes the further away you

are from the transmitter.
Staff
Sometimes students can pick up a
weak signal in parts of the school that
are intended to be outside the broadcast
The SBA finished up its year last
area, and can make a connection to the Tuesday with a host of housekeeping
network. This "spillover" connection is details. President Eric Koester updated
tenuous and can be broken very easily. the SBA on the Housing Survey, noting
The "spillover" connection could be dis that the Dean's office had hired someone
turbed if, for example, students move their to input all the data. Any further surveys
computers out of range of the signal, or should be placed in Eric Koester's box on
if someone turns on a microwave. There the third floor.
are even a few places in Burns library
The Gavel Club, which replaces the
where a weak signal can come through Inter-Club Council, had its first meeting
an open doorway from another room, last Wednesday. It was a well-attended
and can be broken as a person walks event with leaders from virtually every
through the doorway.
student group present.
This type of problem leads many
The SBA Senate also welcomed two
students to think that there is something new senators to the fold. Koester ap
wrong with the wireless system, but, as pointed a 3L and 4L evening representa
Briggs observed, "just because you can tive to fill posts left vacant after February's
get a signal doesn't mean the area was elections.
outfitted to get wireless."
In a change from this year, next
Briggs maintained that this type of year's SBA office hours will be held in
problem only occurs with a "spillover" the lounge. It was widely felt that most
connection, and is much less likely to students don't make the trek to the SBA's
occur in a place the school has designated new location in one of the journal houses.
for wireless access. A complete list of To remedy the problem of a lack of
access points is located on the online attendence, the SBA has decided to start
Burns help desk
at: http:// hosting the hours at the Info Desk in the
www.law.gwu.edu/computing/ fall.
guide_locations.pdf.
As was reported in the last edition
The school is also set to expand of the SBA Beat, the budgeting process
See INTERNET page 4 for student groups was delayed until Sep
tember. Groups requiring funding prior

Mock Trial Team Repeats

National Success
BY ALEX SAUNDERS

to the September process shouid contact

SBA Treasurer J on Wihingham immedi
ately.
The SBA also announced that the
end of the year party will take place Fri
day, May 7. Keep an eye on the SBA
posting board on the first floor for details.
The final bit of business carried out
by the SBA was to approve three ad hoc

Writer
requests for funding. The EJF sought re
imbursements for costs associated with
the Auction and 5K Fun Run. The SBA
approved the full $872.74.
The second group seeking funding
was the new Law Students for Choice.
They requested $250 for the costs of their
first meetings as activities associated with
the pro-choice march taking place April
25. The SBA approved the full amount.
Finally, the Commencement Com
mittee sought an additional $5000 to help
defray the costs of Commencement Week
activities. The scheduled events include
a bar crawl, BBQ on the Quad, and the
annual Booze Cruise. The cruise will be
well attended this year, with over five
times as many student s participating as
last year. The SBA approved the full
$5000.
In other SBA news, the Dean held
his annual Student Leader Recognition
Ceremony. Taking their lead from a
House Editorial published in this paper
last year, the event was moved from the
Great Room of the library to the patio
of the Alumni House.
Dean Renee DeVigne presided over
the event which included speeches from
President Eric Koester, former SBA Presi
dent Corrie Westbrook, and \999's SBA

President Scott YAcvry.

While this was the last official meet
ing of the semester, the SBA will remain

hard at work over the summer, planning
such things as next year's commence
ment, which will be reunited with the
main University's commencement for the
first time in over ten years.

Staff Writer
preparations.
For the preliminary rounds of ar
guments, the GW team competed in the
Texas Capitol building. This, said
Hamner, was initially distracting as the
conference rooms were not set up like
courtrooms.
"It was set up a little weird—the ar
guments were held in hearing rooms not
courtrooms."
Despite this, Hamner found that
once they had grown accustomed to the
set-up, the actual premises did not present
a significant difficulty. The hearing
rooms, said Hamner, were still "better
than the DC Superior Court."
When asked about whether it is

sound strategy to have separate teams at
each of these competitions, Hamner says
that, at GW, there is so much depth of
talent that the Mock Trial Board can af
ford to have separate teams.
Additionally, said Hamner, the
teams can each dedicate the right amount
of time to the problems. "This way we
have talented people at each tournament
and besides, it's worked until now so why
change," said Hamner.
"There's only a handful of schools
that did as well or better," said Hamner.
"Only four schools got to the
Quarterfinals or better ... that's very im
pressive," Hamner added.

Chris Hamner and Rohan team has prepared exceptionally well."
Hamner thanked the school admin
Virginkar reached the National Trial
Competition semifinals on March 26 istration as it has "been very kind to fund
through 28 after eliminating some of the the national competitions ... It would've
most competitive mock trial teams from been impossible without the school's
help," he
top institutions
said.
around
the
A 1 country.
"Preparation is the most important
though
The GW
part," said Hamner. "The
Professors
team
beat
Gilligan
Berkley, Uni
competitors must be comfortable
a
n
d
versity of Chiwith
the
line
of
questioning
and
Naughton
cago-Kent,
helped in
their theory of the case ... It's a
Temple and an
the
prepaAkron team
good example that these skill
rations,
that had al
boards aren't just something for
Hamner
ready won the
said
that
national ATLA
your resume- they actually teach
fellow
stucompetition.
important
skills."
dents
on
Avenging
the
Mock
GW's
own
~~
ATI.A team by beating Akron gave Trial board helped Hamner and Virginkar
Hamner and Virginkar a great deal of sat "brainstorm," and provided their primary
training and preparation.
isfaction.
"Preparation is the most important
Hamner and Virginkar finally lost
part,"
said Pfamner. "The competitors
to the University of Houston, "the home
must
be
comfortable with the line of ques
town favorites." Hamner says that there
tioning
and
their theory of the case ...
is little he would've done differently, not
It's
a
good
example
that these skill boards
ing that "at that point all the teams are
aren't
just
something
for your resumeexcellent."
they
actually
teach
important
skills."
What is the secret to their success?
However,
Hamner
also
observed
Hamner credits the team's ability to stay
that
"the
ATLA
and
NTC
teams
would
cool, calm and collected. "Rohan and I
do
better
if
more
professors
took
more
are not as formal and rigid as others so it
interest
in
getting
us
prepared."
He
noted
comes off as more relaxed," said Hamner.
"We have fun, we didn't take it too that most of the other teams have faculty Chris Hamner and Rohan Virginkar practice for nationals.
seriously." Additionally, he said, "the and practicing attorneys helping in their
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Authenticity and the
American Tradition
Bv PETER

BROMAGHIM

Johnson died at 28, and Hank Wil
liams died from alcohol and morphine in
the back of a Cadillac at age 29. Cash
may
have lived longer than others, but his
am sitting in an elegant hostel
in Brussels in October of 2000, life was hardly less tumultuous. When
watching the first presidential he pleads with his audience of prisoners
debate on a crackly communal television. on At Folsom Prison's "C ocaine Blues" to
There is this great little graphic on the "lay off that whiskey / and let that co
screen, where viewers can call in and vote caine be," his wry chuckles seem to give
for their champion, and frankly, it's not death the finger, as in that classic black
much of a race. The percentage of Bush Cash poster. There's nothing more au
supporters fails to crack double digits thentic than a trip to the Carter Family
Fold outside of Hiltons, Virginia, the
among the Belgians.
My jovial Australian roommate for makeshift hillside amphitheater (com
the night engages me in a discussion on plete with school bus seats) where the
why Americans would even think to families and ghosts of June Carter and
nominate someone like Bush for leader Cash continue to stomp.
Naturally, we try to "save" or "pre
of the free world. So where does one start
in defending the American psyche? I'm serve" this music. But like anything
fumbling around, trying to explain to this worth saving, and like the great oral his
little foreign crowd that there's a rural tories, Americana music continues to per
society in the United States that other petuate itself. Patsy Cline, the Byrds, Bob
nations don't see on television. I get into Dylan, and Neil Young helped Cash and
handguns and gay rights, pitfalls since my others carry it through to the present; and
audience couldn't comprehend these is its basic tenets reappear in the work of
current acts like Wilco
sues as important to the
and the late Elliott
American voter. Fi
Smith.
nally, I settle on a
M. Ward's new
maxim I wasn't even
record, Transfiguration of
sure I agreed with,
Vincent, confirms my
"Americans value au
faith in the timelessness
thenticity over intelli
of Americana. Ward ex
gence." Maybe Bush
plores the genre's classic
just seemed a bit more
theme—the nearness of
real than the stoic Gore,
death, the fragility of
that's all. And I left it
life—in an homage to a
at that. I don't think
close friend who has re
they were satisfied.
cently passed. As Ward
While I'm not
states in the liner notes,
sure if authenticity
"this record was de
should be basis for
signed to keep the loss
choosing a national fig
Johnny Cash
alive and behind me,"
urehead, it's hard to ig
but the album isn't full of
nore that authenticity
carries a lot of weight for the average slow ballads. On "Vincent O'Brien,"
American. It's how we choose everything lively guitar and barroom piano override
from our friends to our insurance sales somber lyrics. In a stunner, the album
brilliantly closes with one of the best cov
man to the music we listen to.
Flash forward to another ridiculous ers of all time, David Bowie's "Let's
conversation. About a week ago, some Dance" in a half-speed, solo guitar and
one who I can't remember asked me if I harmonica outing that Ward transforms
"really knew anything about country from a disco staple to a prayer for a care
music." I replied that I know some free day before time expires.
Another album from the last year,
Johnny Cash, Merle Haggard, and a little
Hank Williams. To which this guy lashed The Magnolia Electric Co. by Songs: Ohia,
back, "that's not country music." Yeah. is not far behind. With an opener entitled
If that's not country music, then you're "Farewell Transmission," the intentions
are clear from the get-go, and when
not an idiot.
Now, in part to humor this chap, I songwriter extraordinaire Jason Molina
suppose there are better terms to describe warbles "we will be gone / but not for
this "old country" music, the simple guy- ever," he convincingly channels his
and-his-trusty-guitar brilliance of Cash Americana predecessors. The parallels
and the elder Williams. I especially like to Harvest-era N eil Young are too many
"Americana." Like the appeal of George to mention, and Molina even intimates
W. Bush, there is something distinctly Cash's "Legend of John Henry's Ham
American about this music that must mer" with his track "John Henry Split My
seem alien to someone outside of our Heart."
I cringe when a British bloke like
country. This music is one of our nation's
strongest cultural artifacts, and future Eric Clapton puts out an album full of
generations will look back on it just as Robert Johnson's groundbreaking blues.
we revere the works of the great classical I'm just not sure anyone, especially a "for
eigner," could play those songs with the
composers.
The strength of the Americana conviction of someone who has sold their
genre is in the authenticity of the story soul. I suppose that retelling these great
that permeates each song. Consider Rob songs and stories is all part of the tradi
ert Johnson, whose tale of selling his soul tion. But look out Clapton, we Ameri
to the devil at the crossroads for the abil cans know authenticity when we hear it.
Music Critic

I

ity to play his guitar-torching blues rivals
the greatest myths of any culture. When
listening to the haunting "Crossroads,"
Johnson's sense of urgency comes
through loud and clear.

Peter Bro maghim is the Nota Bene's
music columnist.
Reach him at
pbromaghim@law.gwu.edu

More Good Things
to Come

K

arma. After what has tran means my six degrees of separation have
spired this year, I believe in now shrunk to two. I am getting closer.
it. Good karma and bad
The really good karma, however
karma—I believe in all of it.
(e.g., the sports karma), all began with
The year got off to a bad start, when the official man boobs spokesman, Phil
Dick Vitale's television ad for Hooters Mickelson, on Friday at the Masters. On
came out. The thought of
number 13 at Augusta, a
a Hooters girl and Dick
reachable par 5 with a
Vitale in the same room
creek in front of the green,
is scary. He might call her
Lefty hit a high, powerful
a "diaper dandy" or a
iron shot that bounced on
"PTPer." Who knows
the fringe and down the
what he might say?
bank toward the creek, but
Then there was the
the ball miraculously
Janet Jackson flap (liter
stayed out of the water.
ally) at the Super Bowl.
He chipped to a foot and
RODNEY ZWAHLEN
As if it was not bad
made the birdie putt.
enough that the boringAfter his round Fri
as-Boston New England
day, Mickelson said, "It
Patriots won the Super Bowl, I also had seems like the course is always taking,
to look at Janet's bare breast.
taking, taking. It's nice to have it give one
The only time I have been so dis back." Good karma.
turbed by a public display of bodily parts
Then, on the 72nd hole of regula
is every time I see Phil Mickelson walk tion, Mickelson was looking at an 18-foot
ing down the fairway on a hot day, with putt for birdie and the win, when his play
his shirt sticking to his sweaty chest. ing partner, Chris DiMarco, blasted out
Dicky V's Hooters ads are like a breath of the bunker just past Mickelson's ball
of fresh air compared to watching Lefty mark, giving Mickelson a perfect read on
saunter down the fairway with his man the putt. DiMarco lipped out, Mickelson
boobs bouncing up and down. (Sorry for lipped in, and Mickelson won his first
the description; I know it's painful.)
major.
I am not even going to get into the
Things got even better last week
whole man boobs phenomenon. Just when McCovey Cove kayaker Larry
check the Internet if you want to learn Ellison not only retrieved Barry Bonds'

Sports Column

more.
Anyway, back to the karma thing.

The year got worse after the Super
Bowl, as I spent about a month and a half
sick with some strange allergy that the
GW doctors could not diagnose. I still
don't know what it was. I can only as
sume it was a problem with my sinuses
from every time I cry after seeing the
Dicky V ad.
Then, after my beloved BYU Cou
gars squeaked into the NCAA tourna
ment, my hopes and dreams were shat
tered by Syracuse guard Gerry
McNamara, who lit us up for 43 points,
28 in the first half, on nine three-point
ers. Since that day, I keep waking up in
the middle of the night screaming, "How
do you let a guy go for 28 in the first half
and not double team him? How?
How??!!"
Somehow I still forced myself to
watch the NCAA championship game,
which turned out to be about as enter
taining as any women's game.
Then, as if my life was about to end,
last week someone broke into my car
("The Larceny") and stole my laptop, all
my CDs, and all my class notes (thank
goodness), and I got "The Letter," which
said I failed the MPRE.
Not coincidentally, The Larceny
and The Letter happened in the same
week that I started to grow a moustache
for the first time. My friends called it
Moustache Week. The problem is that I
was the only one who actually took
Moustache Week seriously and grew a
moustache. Bad karma.
The only ray of hope through the
winter was Jennifer Garner breaking up
with Alias co-star Michael Vartan. I am
mildly obsessed with Jennifer Garner, so
her being single again is very good karma.
Furthermore, I recently met a girl
who knows Jennifer Garner. My friend
was best friends with Jennifer Garner's
sister growing up in West Virginia. That
I

Willie Mays-tying 660th career home run
ball, but also retrieved his 661st home run
ball the very next day after foregoing
home plate seats given to him by the Gi
ants.

There are several reasons for
Ellison's good karma.
First, he wears an Arnold
Schwarzenegger mask.
Second, he actually likes Barry
Bonds.
Anyone who likes both Arnold and
Barry deserves good karma. Those two
have taken enough steroids to keep
BALCO in business forever.
Third, he gave Bonds the 660th
home run ball for free. That ball is prob
ably worth hundreds of thousands, if not
millions, of dollars. To give Bonds the ball
because it was the right thing to do means
Ellison is a saint and deserves saintly
karma.
Fourth, he puts forth tremendous
effort on his kayak out there in the bay.
Did you see his effort in retrieving num
ber 661? It was his destiny to get the ball.
The guy with the big net (who Ellison says
gets 90 percent of the balls during bat
ting practice) almost caught the ball on
the fly. But somehow, and I believe it was
divine intervention, the net did not scoop
the ball out of the water. Ellison circled
around the ball, missing it on his first at
tempt, and dove into the water and got
the ball just before another boater was
about to snatch the ball out of the water.
After Ellison's improbable karma,
I am left wondering what else will go right
this year. Will the Cubs or Red Sox win
the World Series? Will Mickelson win
another major? The grand slam?
Better yet, will Mickelson lose his
man boobs? We might not be that lucky.
Rodney Zwahlen is the Nota Bene's
sports columnist. He can be reached at
rzwahlen@law.gwu.edu.
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I've Just Seen A Face

A

fter reviewing everyone
else's columns this week,
the last thing I wanted to
write was my own version of what I
learned after two years of law school. So
I revisited some old ideas, thought about
writing a rant about how dumb guys are,
or trying to work in some funny Con Law
references so Professor Lupu would know
I am, in fact, paying attention in his
class...even when I have trouble articu
lating my arguments. I'm such a bad
gunner.
What I am good at, however, is pro
crastinating. I procrastinate to a fault,
and this week, where I am officially three
days behind deadline (it's okay, I'm EIC,
I can do that) is no different than the past
two deadline weeks.
Yet, rather than write my column,
I decided to go out on the town. Yes, I
realize finals are a week away, and no, I
haven't started my outlines or finished my
paper. But one of my closest friends from
college was in town, and Saturday night
was the only chance we had to see each
other. Little did I know that column in
spiration was also a-coming my way.
Arriving at the club twenty minutes
before my friend, I had ample time to
people watch. I watched about a hun
dred people enter the club, and among
them counted only one "hottie." When
my friend finally arrived and took me in
side to meet her friends, there said hottie
was right in the middle of them all. I
was so taken with him that I could barely
muster a "hi, I'm Sarah" during introduc
tions.
Of course, the more important

I

he is truly meant to be. Or if you settle
for a job you are not passionate about,
you prevent someone else who might
want or need or (more realistically, if
we're talking about firm jobs here) value
the job more than you from obtaining it.
Looking back at my first column of
the year, I realized that I had begun with
a decision not to settle. I was determined
not to play the 21-year-old frat boy, but
to be truer to who I really am. Yet it was
so much easier to fall into old patterns
than to grow up, especially since GW
continued to remain high school revis
ited—except drunker.
Then, one night, I fell in like. Ac
tually, I told a lot of people I fell in like,
but in reality, I fell in like with the idea of
being in like. So I "liked" an illusion of
a person I largely imagined, believed his
words over his actions, and ended up the
only way I could end up: very disap
pointed.
(I guess this column has become yet
another year in review, despite my best
efforts to make it something else, hasn't
it? Or maybe I'm just trying to write two
columns at once again.)
I will admit that, like my fellow
narcissists, I mean columnists, I also
learned a lot this year for which I am truly
grateful. I had some exceptional profes
sors and got excited about aspects of the
law I never thought I would enjoy (who
knew divorce could be so enthralling?).
But, from a romantic standpoint
only, I end this year exactly where I
started: with hope ... and the recognition
be able to find the person with whom s/ that life exists outside the law school.

events of the evening, i.e. 9 months worth song as last week's column title and -gasp
of catching up with my friend, took me - condoned the idea that settling could
away from new found crush gazing. He be okay. (Yeah, I know I was all over the
and I did end up talking for a bit, though: place last time, but trust me, that idea was
we're both transplanted yankees and in there.)
ACC alums, but he's a Yankees fan and I
But, the fact of the matter is that I
(obviously) root for
was wrong. The trouble
the Red Sox, which
with settling is multifacis clearly a problem.
eted. First, if you settle,
As I later said good
whether it be for mere
night, he held my
physical "relationships"
hand for a brief,
instead of true emo
heart palpitating,
tional connections, or
butterfly-filled mo
for big firm money over
ment.
public interest work,
You're won
you'll ultimately be dis
dering where I'm
satisfied with your
SARAH HENS LEY
going with this,
choice.
aren't you? No, this
This dissatisfac
is not meant to be
tion will lead to prob
yet another exercise in narcissism, and lem number two: you'll end up negatively
the delusion that you, dear readers, actu affecting all those involved in your deci
ally want the filthy details of my social sion. Perhaps you'll cheat on your girl
life. It's about a realization (see, E., I friend or perform lousily on the job. Thus
finally had one!).
begineth the domino effect.
I realized
^But
the
that, for the
worst part about
What I a m good at, however, is
past two years,
settling is not the
I've been set
damage you do
procrastinating.
tling. I don't
to yourself, but
mean to imply
the damage you
that everyone I dated or hooked up with do to other people. Not only are you likely
was somehow inferior to me: not cute to actually hurt someone, but, by settling,
enough, or smart enough or whatever else you are also preventing some one else
enough. That's clearly not true. It's more from obtaining something they'd really
that I realize I've been too impatient to want.
wait for something "real," so I've gone
If the partner you're settling for is
after illusions of the real thing.
in a relationship with you, he or she won't

Sexless In The City

In fact, I was so complacent in my
settled lifestyle, that I u sed that evil, evil

What I Really Learned As A 1L

t is hard to imagine that eight
months ago I'd never heard of
Pennoyer, thought negligence
was something women wore under their
clothes, and had never been asked by any
one if I wanted to "do a moot." Wow,
how I've grown...
Come this fall, we will no longer be
the bottom of the totem pole (although I
am sure that the next year's lLs will un
doubtedly be smarter than all other
incoming lLs before them - but just wait
one year and they'll also be outranked by
the class after them... not on top for long,
huh?)
It will be sad to be unable to feign
ignorance so much ("I'm sorry Dean's
Fellow, but I didn't know Stockton was
different than Stewart!") However, in law
school terms, we are now grown-ups and
ready to discover that life outside the sec
tion is a whole lot more interesting!
As I reflected on the past two se
mesters, I was thinking about what I wish
I'd known 8 months ago. Some things
we needed to find out on our own - like
the feeling of true fear riding the Stock
ton elevator - and others no one could
have prepared us for - like the CDO. But
here are some things I know now that I
wish I'd known then (reminds me of a
sappy country music song):
1. Just because you lose a lot
doesn't mean you are a loser.
Let's be honest here, law school is
all about competitions. In fact, I'd say
law school is closer to "American Gladi
ators" than "The Practice." You've got
your mooting, your mocking, your re
viewing, your dispute resolving, your elec
tions, your job searching, your finals... I

Nope, it's not just like ALWD and
could go on and on.
But the thing is, no matter how it isn't easy to pick up. In fact, it's like
much you kicked ass in your pre-law digging to China with a fork.
school days, it's a whole new world here,
4. It's best to buy a new laptop rather
sweetheart.
than
bring
one you had.
Come to think of it, I've been re
Yeah, that
jected in law
was
a
lie. Does it
school more times
ERIC KOESTER
the network kick
than in my entire
prom date hunting
period. But, for all
than
someone
the rejection (and
with
a
new
Dell?
This
advice
probably
let me tell you, there have been PLENTY,
comes
straight
from
the
brass
at
the Ac
this year), at least I know my mom still
cess
Group.
loves me.

Badgering the Witness Compaq oTLer

2. People don't really get jobs in
December.
Yeah, I was there for that scary
meeting with the CDO folks where they
told us that we had to send out job stuff
in November or we'd probably wind up
asking people to supersize this summer.
Why was that necessary? It's not like law
school kids need MORE to be afraid of
- but you make them fear that they'll have
to tell their parents that law school got
them a promotion to head dishwasher.
That ain't right.
3. Six Pages can take a REALLY
long time to write.
When they told me that our law
review competition was six pages, I let
out an audible sigh of relief. Oh, and
you have to do a table of authorities...
no problem, right? In retrospect, it was
like being told that "Digging a tunnel to
China with a spoon is only 9,421 miles."
And thanks for the head up on that Blue
Book thing.

5. They don't always ask lots of
questions in Moot Court.
I'll be honest, in my first round of
Moot Court, I had a four point outline
written out on the back of an envelope.
It would have worked great if I'd had
more than two questions.
That's it -4 points, 2 questions, and
an envelope. Stretching those 4 points
into 15 minutes was like turning water
into wine for me (This Mel Gibson reli
gious reference is not meant to create fod
der for the 24 hour news stations..:) I
almost started singing Broadway show
tunes and doing the itsy-bitsy spider.
Thanks for the advice about all those ques
tions!
6. Be prepared to be poor over the
summer.
I think I recall some stories about
those summer law jobs that paid $1500
per week - for lLs. Okay, perhaps I
skipped some important meeting, but I
figured that if I missed out on those jobs

that I'd be many more in the $800 per
week range.
And if those were snatched up by
lLs with rolling backpacks, there'd be
some in the $500 per week range. Little
did I know that half of the class now is
working part time at Chili's and paying
the law school to work for the DOJ.
Doesn't $45,000 worth of education en
title a guy to anything?
7. Don't make jokes about cutting
commencement funding.
Some of you may have read the
April Fools Nota Bene edition with the
joke about me cutting graduation fund
ing. I thought it was funny - particularly
the picture with me receiving a wedgie
from an angry 3L.
However, for anyone to even joke
about taking away alcohol from people
on the verge of the real work is simply no
good. Desperate people don't take kindly
to jokes. It's like taking the bottle away
from a baby. It ain't no good.
8. Grandma did it.
Why did that damn woman have
to take the gun? For god sakes, if she'd
just stuck with the stupid dogs, our se
mester would have been a lot less work.
9. If Mr. Molina had just stayed
hiding in my basement, my Dean's Fel
low would be much happier with my
analysis.
In the end, being a 1L isn't half bad.
Just watch out for those kids in next year's
IL class... let's let them figure out the
secrets on their own too.
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FEATURES

The Tech Junkie Passes
the Baton
The Table of Contents can be auto
matically updated. Click on the "View"
menu and under "Toolbars" select "Out
lining." The Outlining toolbar has a but
ton named "Update TOC." You should
press this every time you save and before
you print. The Table of Contents will
automatically keep track of new subhead
ings and changes in pagination.

Email Alert! READ THIS
Here s an urgent message for every
one. There are two new folders in your
Webmail box, "Inbox_Dangerous" and
lnbox_Spam." Email the school thinks
is inappropriate or that may carry a virus
goes into these folders, NOT into your
Inbox. If you are downloading email, tnis
means you haven't even seen the mate
rial at all.
Case Cites - Keeping Track
In WebMail, you need to click the
You may have noticed that the "In
folders and see what is in there. I discov dex and Tables" window had a "Table
ered 40 messages I hadn't received. There of Authorities" tab. You can automati
is a fair chance the school will dump these cally keep track of your case cites and
have Word build a
messages over the sum
TOA by following a
mer, so please look at the
ELIZABETH AUS TERN
few short steps.
folders before exams.

The Tech Junkie

- Find the first
(long) instance of a case citation
- Press Alt-Shift-I
- In the "Mark Citation" window,
choose the category of citation (case, stat
ute, etc.). Edit the entry in the "Selected
Text" text box so that it appears as you
would want it in the TOA. Edit the text
in the "Short citation" textbox to match
the short form of the citation. Click
"Mark All."
- You can search for other cita
tions using the "Next Citation" button,
Table of Contents
but it is also advisable to search for cita
There are several ways of creating tions and repeat the second step above.

My Last Edition
Next year, I'm handing off the col
umn to a brave, rising 2L. I hope I've been
helpful to you all.
Here are a couple of tips I routinely
forgot to write before the various compe
titions (journal, mock trial, etc.) for which
they would have been useful. I wish my
Dean's Fellow had mentioned them to
me, but I am passing them on to you fu
ture fellows. They are also useful for prac
ticing attorneys.

A TatoYe of Comerrrs vn WfS "Word. One is

to specify headings rising the "Styles and
Formatting" task pane (in the "Format"

Once you have marked all of the
cases, foWow the directions above for cre-

ating a TOO, but choose the "Table of

menu, choose "Styles and Formatting"). Authorities" tab. (You can also mark ciThere are nine available headings - you tations from this window using the ap
can customize the "look" of each head propriate button).
ing by hovering the cursor over its name
-If you want to update your TOA
in the task pane (e.g. "Heading 1," click to reflect changes, click to the left of the
ing on the down-arrow at the right, and table and press F9.
choosing "Modify ...") You will have to
change the formatting for all headings
Instability Warning
and subheadings.
A warning about the above tech
niques: there have been some complaints
Once you have formatted your that using the TOC and TOA features can
headings:
render MS Word unstable and prone to
- go to the "Insert" Menu
crashes. I have never seen the problem,
- click "Reference"
but as always you should save your work
- click "Index and Tables . . ."
early and often, and it is best to use mul
- Click the "Table of Contents"
tiple versions.
tab
- make sure the "Show Levels:"
Fast Footnotes
drop-down has enough levels to include
Ctrl-Alt-F - it will save time.
all of your sub-headings - if you have a
sub-sub-sub section in your paper (e.g.
I(AXi)(a)) you will need 4 levels

The Soft Lounge

by Frank Lattuca
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Local Color

T

here are things about DC
I'm so used to, it never even
occurred to me to write
about them. Last week, someone com
plained that I never do; ask and ye shall
receive. Below are some sights that are
an interesting part of the background in
this fair city. Unfortunately, most of them
are not near a subway stop -check Metro
at www.wmata.com for bus routes.

available
at
http://
www .iisno.navv.mil/tour info.shtml
By the way, the Vatican Embassy is
across the street from the Observatory.
Most days during rush hour, John
Wojnowski can be seen in front on Mas
sachusetts Avenue, protesting the pedo
philia problem in the Catholic Church he has been protesting on that same spot
since before the scandal broke in the news.

The National Cathedral
"The Exorcist" steps
In case you hadn't noticed, this is
These are the ridiculously steep,
the
imposing
Gothic-looking job lurking
narrow, endless (97, to be exact) stairs the
over
the
city
it is especially visible from
priest falls down in "The Exorcist." A lot
the
Virginia
side
of the Potomac. The
of people wonder if they really exist National
Cathedral
is an Episcopal
they're at the very end of lower
church,
but
it
was
built
"for national pur
Georgetown between The Car Barn
poses,"
and non(where the streetcars
denotninational
lived when there were
BY ELIZABETH AUSTERN
services are con
streetcars) and the
ducted during na
Mobil gas station,
tional
occasions
where M St. turns
and
state
visits.
into Canal Rd across from t he Whitehurst
It took more than 80 years to com
Freeway.
plete
(this
is actually fast for a cathedral
There's a huge retaining wall that
modern
building technology and all),
keeps Upper Georgetown from falling
and
was
finished
in 1990.
into the Potomac - the stairs are to one
I
can
remember
stone carvers work
side of the wall, connecting M St. in lower
Georgetown with Prospect St. in upper ing on the ceiling while standing on rick
Georgetown. There's a street a block or ety scaffolds. There is a piece of Lunar
so over that is the first street connecting rock in one of the stained glass windows
upper and lower Georgetown - the street dubbed "The Space Window".
Two exclusive private schools make
is extremely steep and cobbled, and if it's
raining, you can slide down the one-way their home on the Cathedral grounds, St.
street in your car. If you'd like a heart Alban's (for boys) and the National Ca
attack, climb up the steps and then drive thedral School (for girls). This may ex

Washington Native

down the street. I found it more enter
taining when I was a child than T do now.

Embassy Row
In case you didn't know, "Embassy
Row" is the collection of mansions on
Massachusetts Avenue NW, from below
Dupont Circle uptown to the Cathedral,
that have been taken over by various em
bassies and consulates.
Not all DC embassies are located
on the stretch, but a large proportion of
the swanky houses and townhouses on
the street are owned by foreign govern
ments. There's a rumor that the Univer
sity Club, which is next to the old Rus
sian Embassy on 16th Street, had a room
given over to the CIA as a listening post.
(What's the difference between an
embassy and a consulate? An embassy is
the ambassador's residence, a consulate
is where the mission's business is con
ducted if there is no official ambassador
[usually for political reasons], or if there
is an additional mission in an additional
city to facilitate trade or tourism. For ex
ample, the US does not have an embassy
in Taiwan, but does have a consulate.)
There is an online tour of the em
bassies at http://www.embassv.org/
embassy row/. When I was a kid, the
embassies used to give out the best Hal
loween candy (on October 31, of course).
There's a rumor the Russian embassy
(now located in an enormous complex a
few blocks off of the Row in extreme
Upper Georgetown) gives vodka to of-age
trick-or-treaters, but I've never tried it.
The Naval Observatory
(VP residence)
VP Cheney lives at the Naval Ob
servatory, near the end of Embassy Row
on Massachusetts Ave. You can't tour the
residence, but you can stargaze at the
Observatory on Monday nights. Unfor
tunately, these days you need an appoint
ment, but the telescope is freakin' cool.
Yes, I am a nerd. Tour information is

plain why the church needs so much space
the grounds have an area of 57 acres.
The gardens are gorgeous.
While the Cathedral is not the tall-

est building in Washington from ground
to sky, its tallest tower does touch the tall
est point in DC, since it was built on
Mount Alban, one of the tallest hills in
the city. This used to make it one of the
best places to watch the annual July 4th
fireworks show, until the secret got out now half the city tries to watch from there
and you are lucky if you see anything.
Tours are given in the middle of the
day, seven days a week, http://
www.cathedral.org/cathedral/
Einstein Statue
Just a few blocks from school, on
23rd and Constitution, is the famous gi
ant Einstein Statue. It is located on the
grounds of the National Academy of
Sciences. If you'd like to be annoyed, er,
entranced by tourist-watching, you can
go and have your picture taken there; sit
ting on Einstein's lap is a popular pose.
There's a blurb about the statue on the
http://
Academy's
web
page
www.nationalacademies.org/ under
"About The National Academies, Loca
tion and Directions."
Seward Johnson Statues
In various parts of the city, there are
statues that look like real people doing
various things appropriate to the setting.
These are, for the most part, statues by
sculptor Seward Johnson, Jr. (if you take
Trusts and Estates, you know that
Johnson's father was the millionaire heir
to the Johnson & Johnson fortune).
The statues I am certain about are
in the Georgetown Park shopping mall
and outside in Friendship Heights on
Park St. There's also a huge one on
Haines Point near the Jefferson Memo
rial. I've seen others, but I forget where;
as far as I know there is no comprehen
sive list.
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Let's Be Reasonable
BY MARCUS EHREAND ER

Opinions Editor

I

t shouldn't come as a surprise
to anyone who has read a few
of my columns that I fancy
myself a liberal. Whether I'm trashing
George Bush, defending Howard Dean
or lamenting John Kerry, I don't leave
much doubt as to my political sympathies.
In addition to publishing in the Nota
Bene ea ch issue, I usually send my col
umns to a list of my good friends, and I
have to say that my most cherished com
ment yet came from a friend in Washing
ton state, who, following my analysis of
the terrorist attack and election in Spain
a month ago told me, "Congratulations!
You've become a regular party hack."
Being a hack requires some skill,
after all, and in essence, as lawyers that
is what we're all training to be. There
are worse things, too, than to be a loyal
advocate for the Democratic party, I
think, and hey, maybe if we started think
ing of all the pundits and politicians on
t.v. a nd in the press as just pseudo-attoreys for this group or that, it wouldn't be
nearly so aggravating when they totally
mischaracterize every issue.
As someone who finds a lot more
insight in 5 minutes of John McCain than
a full hour of Hannity and Colmes, how
ever, I think we'd be paying a price. It

And considering that probably ev
our best path to moderation is simply
balancing the two unthinking extremes, ery defense attorney in the country would
but I actually think there's a real problem join in that advice, Professor Butler asked
with assuming that a hack for the left and us how it's not simply farcical for the
a hack for the right will somehow end up courts to suggest that any waiver of the
right to counsel by a defendant could be
in the middle.
In fact, as I've been sitting in Pro "intelligent," under any circumstances.
The man had a point, and if "in
fessor Butler's criminal procedure class
over the semester, I've started to rethink telligent" means "shrewd" or "crafty"
then Profesthis entire
sor
Butler's
ethic of adinsinuation
v e r s i t y,
Easy for a white guy from Alaska to
must be cor
which not
rect.
say, maybe, but I h esitate to say that
only domi
If an in
nates our
stone-walling is always the more
telligent
per
legal sys
intelligent
option
simply
because
son
is
capable
tem, but
of feeling re
seems to be
every attorney seems to do it.
morse for an
relentlessly
illegal action,
expanding
however,
and
might
despite
his intelli
over all levels of our social dialogue.
gence
turn
himself
in
to
authorities
for
We recently looked at the issue in
committing
a
heinous
crime,
then
"intel
Crim Pro of whether it is practicably pos
sible for a defendant to "intelligently" ligent" and "forthcoming" may actually
waive his right to counsel, as an effective not be mutually exclusive.
And "intelligent" and "lawyer-like"
waiver must be under Supreme Court pre
may
not
even be synonymous (*gasp*).
cedent.
Asked by Professor Butler, the class The truth is, I suggested to Professor
readily admitted that if a brother or sis Butler after class, that I would tell my
ter were arrested for possession of ecstasy, brother to remain silent with the police,
for instance, that all of us would quickly not necessarily because I thought that
advise that sibling not to say a word to was the most intelligent thing to do, or
the police until a good lawyer could be the right thing, or the moral thing for him
to do, but simply because I'd guess it was
secured.

Defeating Graduation
in a more definite tone. I want to be in
BY GUAEBERTO GARCIA JONES
Point Fowler, do you know not where that
Staff Writer
is? Good. The olive groves are all around,
and that's about all. I don't want to be
nd so it fell in one fell close to suits and rules, and fresh clean
swoop...Graduation is
shaven faces.
upon me. Graduation is
No, I am pretty sure I'll be running
not far off. A monotonous three years wild somewhere, where the wind can
it's been, a flat-lined cardiogram. No bend cypresses. I hope to have a slew of
applause is necessary here; no ceremony kids by then, I told the puzzled law firm
ought, to buy me a sense of accomplish rep., I hope to ride a mule to work, and
ment, to buy me a pat on the back.
take naps in
I am
the
hay.
three years
With that
older now,
I am three years older now, no more
the law firm
no more
representa
and no less. No wiser, no worse off,
and
no
tive, just
but richer in my debts.
less. No
vanished in
wiser, no
the wind. I
worse off,
went my freely chosen way, and ended
but richer in my debts.
here again.
I felt the same way after college.
The one thing that I've paid for, a
What a joke, I thought back then. Well I thing I'll not forget, is that furtive bit of
am happy to report to you today: my knowledge: keep away from the courts of
opinions have not changed. Three years men. For the best place for an honest man
of learning laws, of laws I now forget. is away from courts and judges, away
Three years of listening to those whose from lawyers and their rules, away from
loss I won't regret.
legal judgments.
"What substantive experience do
That's all my future lawyers, that's
you have?" asked the first year law firm all I have to say. I hereby claim my vic
rep.; a few years later now, here's what I tory, graduation is my first step, towards
should've said: I've heard amazing homi whatever next may be, u ntil I lay to rest.
lies, every Sunday at Mass. I've read
amazing books again, by masters like
YOU AUTO KNOW
Herman.
I've also seen some movies, which
I now cannot forget, and of all these vari
ous films, Kurosawa's was the best. I've
also grown a wild flower, it stands out
pure at heart, it leans not to the right nor
left, but rolling rolls and sways, and its
colors are both bright and warm, and its
middle name is peace, and substantively
speaking it's more than enough for me.
"Where do you see yourself ten
years from now?" the firm wanted to
know. I think I am ready to answer now,

A

the safest thing to keep the police at bay.
Put in the situation myself, however,
where I was arrested for a crime that I
committed, I simply can't say that I would
immediately demand an attorney because
I'm so darned smart. I might very well
go ahead and tell them the truth, and hope
that they showed me some leniency for
my candid cooperation.
Easy for a white guy from Alaska
to say, maybe, but I hesitate to say that
stone-walling is always the more intelli
gent option simply because every attor
ney seems to do it.
The adversary system certainly has
its benefits, but when we start to think that
being reasonable and cooperating with the
other side is necessarily unintelligent, even
if that other side is the police, I think it's
time to step back and look at what we ve
become.
And although when I come back
next year, I may still be a liberal hack; at
least I won't say that taking the less mili
tant road is stupid.
You may have heard about the
handful of outlaws who recently turned
themselves in after watching The Passion
and feeling compelled to confess their
crimes. I'm sure their new attorneys will
tell them that next time they'd be better
off confessing to a priest.
All I can say is that maybe it's a good
thing after all that we're not all lawyers.

Undergrads Trash

Law School Quad

This last Saturday the University held it's annual "Spring Fling. I he event featured
popular rapper Kayne West. The undergrads flocked to the quad to attend the event,
causing a huge ruckus making studying in the law school nearly impossible, as well as
leaving the quad covered in garbage. Last year the concert featured Jurassic 5,
setting the pre cedent for Kayne West to also fall into obscurity. I he Law School
advertised the event on the web portal so that students could make alternate study
plans.

To Submit an Opinion
The Nota Bene invites readers' opinions. Letters to the Editor must be 300
words or fe wer, signed, dated and include a graduation year or title. E-mail sub
missions to notabene@law.gwu.edu.
To write a longer opinion column, contact Opinions Editor Marcus Ehrlander
at mehrlander@iaw.gwu.edu.
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ity and vulgarity.

the right to edit all submissions for space, grammar, clar
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OPINIONS

A Look Back
BY NICK DIETZ

Staff Writer

T

hough I've only been writ
ing for Nota Bene for one
year, I have been here at
GW for three, which means that, barring
any unforeseen difficulties, I'll be gradu
ating in May. Like many other 3Ls that
write for this paper, I've decided to use
my last column to take a look back at the
past three years. (I call this a column,
despite the fact that my work is consid
ered to be "Opinions," rather than "Fea
tures," and so hasn't been afforded the
privilege of a witty column title -not that
I'm bitter or anything.)
The graduating class of 2004 has
experienced a lot in our time here at GW:
9/11, the anthrax attacks, two wars, the
sniper shootings, the capture of Saddam
Hussein, a crazy Democratic primary,
and the start of what could be the most
bitter presidential campaign in history to name just a few.
When my class first started law
school in August of 2001, the world was
a very different place. News stories about
shark attacks dominated the headlines,
George W. Bush was just coming back
from the second longest vacation in presi
dential history, and Torts and Civ. Pro.
were about as interesting as they were ever
going to get. Then September 11th hap
pened and "everything changed" -except
for the fact that everything did not
change.
The President told Americans to go

back to doing just what they were doing
on September 10th, and for the most part
we have. Within days, people were back
out at sporting events and shopping malls;
hell, I watched Bush's major post-9/11
speech to Congress at a bar. Within a
few weeks, we were at war with Afghani
stan, and a few months later, the Taliban
was ousted. So ended the "war on ter
rorism."
It's true that we've been through a
much bigger, much bloodier war since
then and the President has succeeded in
convincing many Americans that the Iraq
War is somehow related to fighting ter
rorism, though it isn't. As for Afghani
stan, it's being ignored now almost as
much as it was before 9/11.
You may have noticed that I'm not
referring to the "9/11 attacks." I'm do
ing this deliberately, because they were
not "attacks;" they were plain old
hijackings, with an awful twist. By call
ing them "attacks," it makes it seem like
the government could not have done any
thing to prevent them.
After all, if someone is going to at
tack you, how can you stop it? But, if
you think of them as hijackings, your
perspective will change. Hijackings have
happened before and are very prevent
able; all you need to do is have decent
security at airports.
Sure, it would be nice if we could
stop al Qaeda operatives from getting into
the country in the first place, but all that
was needed to prevent the "attacks" on
9/11 was reasonably effective airport se
curity measures. Since "attacks" seem
unavoidable, while hijackings are just se
curity lapses, it's no surprise that the gov
ernment instantly referred to the 9/11
hijackings as "attacks."
But enough about 9/11, we're sup
posed to go back to normal, remember.
How about those anthrax attacks? Has
anyone else noticed that they haven't been
solved yet? Maybe someone should be

working on that case. I've just devoted
more space to the anthrax attacks than
most major newspapers have all year, so
I'll move on.
Last fall, we had the snipers ram
paging through the D.C. area and that cer
tainly seemed to be a much more imme
diate threat than terrorism ever did. I still
can't believe they didn't give Malvo the
death penalty. But, I'm sure he'll get it in
one of his many upcoming trials in other
locales.
I could note that it seemed some
what improper to try the snipers in Vir
ginia, when most of their killings, as well
as their capture, took place in Maryland.
However, I just assumed they'd be tried
in Virginia because of its fondness for the
death penalty and would have been quite
surprised if they had been tried in Mary
land.
While it may have been legally ques
tionable to try the snipers in Virginia, I
had no problem with it morally. Our so
ciety is pretty big on revenge, and I sup
pose I'm a product of that society. Most
of the victims' families wanted the snip
ers to be executed, and I fully agreed with
them.
That's why I don't understand the
rationale for going to war with Iraq; there
was no revenge factor. After 9/11, Presi
dent Bush should have just gotten on TV
and said: "We have top secret evidence
that clearly shows Saddam Hussein was
behind 9/11."
Had he said that, the whole coun
try would have been behind his effort to
overthrow his Daddy's arch-nemesis, no
matter how long or bloody the war was.
In the 1980's, for example, Iranian agents
blew up a Berlin nightclub and President
Reagan used that as an excuse to bomb
Libya!
We could've easily attacked Iraq
under false pretenses (or rather different
false pretenses than the ones Bush even
tually used). The Mexican War, the Span
ish-American War, and the Vietnam War
were all based on lies. Bush would have
simply been following in the footsteps of
other (better) presidents.
See, I'm not opposed to presidents
lying; I just don't want it to be transpar
ent. Be adamant in your lies and the coun
try will believe you, for a while anyway.
When we find out the truth, there'll be
hell to pay, but hopefully, you'll have been
re-elected by then.
Take the capture of Saddam
Hussein for example. Contrary to popu
lar belief, he did not go down without a
fight. In fact he was resisting American
soldiers so much that one of them clubbed
him over the head. Remember the famous
video of Saddam, after his capture, being
inspected for lice? In reality, the doctor
was actually examining his head wound.
Now that was a great lie, backed up by a
video, that helped destroy a brutal
dictator's reputation.
So, what does all this have to do
with me looking back on the past three
years? Not much really, but then my ar
ticles have often served as a nice outlet
for me to just vent about various things.
Sadly, the school year has come to anend,
and so too have my days as a "journal
ist." I've enjoyed writing these articles
over the past year, and I hope that some
of you have enjoyed reading them. As
for my Law School experience, well, that'd
take several more columns to write about.
Maybe I could tell the Alumni Associa
tion about it. I wonder if they have a
newsletter.

The School Year In Review
Columnist reflects on what we really learned outside the
classroom in the past academic year.

I

n the academic world of the
Law School, the year ends in
May and begins in August (ex
cept next year, when it begins closer to
September, unless you're a 1L... it's com
plicated). Another year has come and
gone, and it's fitting to
reflect on what we've
learned these past few
months.
Back in August,
our mission was ac
complished in Iraq
and just beginning on
Mars. Now it's re
versed. Responding
BRANDON
to the flip, President
Bush has proposed
sending more people
to both places, al
though it'll probably cost more to send
people to Mars unless we find oil up
there, too. Red oil -gives Mars its color.
In August, we might have guessed
"spider holes" were the lairs of pests, but
we would have underestimated the size
of their occupants. Some correctly
thought in August that Saddam Hussein
was below ground, but those folks fig
ured it was more of an afterlife setting
than a pathetic hiding place. Hell comes
in many forms.
Hussein tried to negotiate when our
troops discovered him. Why isn't that
situation covered in our Negotiations
classes? "Fact Pattern: You're a toppled
evil dictator on the run, hiding in a pit..."
Who needs leverage?
Since the year began, President
Bush has also inked a prescription drug
deal with support from Rush Limbaugh,
proposed helping hard-working illegal
immigrants, held a press conference,
cleared some brush, and dropped his dog.
On a tarmac. On camera.
Thinking they could top Bush with
at least two press conferences in a year,
about eight-and-a-half Democrats, de
pending on how you count Dennis
Kucinich, were running months ago to
replace him in the White House. Howard
Dean was leading the race back then, and
Ralph Nader wasn't even in it. John
Kerry was still that comedian on TV with
the horn-rimmed glasses, and John
Edwards still had a chance to be vice
president.
In August, the Pope had served in
Rome for only 24 years, and John F.
Kennedy had spent only 49 in Arlington
cemetery. That's a long time, no matter
how holy or dead you might be.
And speaking of things that can
take both holy and deadly forms, D.C.
tap water was safe to drink on the warm
August afternoons. The EPA knew bet
ter, though, and began working on a new
marketing slogan - "Lead: The New
Fluoride."
The Law School has undergone
many changes this year, too. When the
year began, the Stockton elevator was old
and slow. Now, it's just slow. In August,
it was cool to have class in one of the
brand-new Stewart classrooms. By Sep
tember, it was a pain in the neck.
Before we returned from summer
vacation, not even the brightest 3Ls had
been hired for judicial clerkships. Today,
students hold as many clerkships as pro
fessors do - sotnewhere in the neighbor

hood of one. The CDO has had a rough
year, but at least the counselors offer
sound, optimistic advice.
The faculty had a spirited year,
mulling over the Solomon Amendment
and a compressed calendar. Thankfully,
none of the professors
are taking their disagree
ment out on students.
And speaking of
disagreeing students, we
had a few of those this
year. We learned thanks to the web portal
- that people have very
different opinions about
BRISCOE
gay rights and abortion
and controversial issues
in general. At least law
school provides an op
portunity for civil discussion and debate.
Of course, not all of the news has
been happy. We began the year with
Johnny Cash and John Ritter. We began
with Bob Hope and so many others who
couldn't stick around until May. We be
gan with Chris Bartock.
We pray their memories will live on
and inspire us to fill their void. We're re
minded again to count each day as a bless
ing and not to sweat the small stuff. Like
exams.
But most of the year was entertain
ing. We began the year in a time when
Super Bowl halftime shows offered men
a chance to turn away from the TV.
Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera
were the over-exposed Popstitutes, and
Michael was the Jackson who needed to
keep his clothes on.
It wasn't long ago that we could still
get our "Sex in the City," and even the
loneliest had "Friends" on Thursdays.
Our favorite fictional characters gone,
we'll have to return to reality.
And by "reality," I mean "The Ap
prentice." In August, no one would have
guessed Donald Trump's ego had room
for expansion. How is it that the FCC
frowns at Janet Jackson's brief display of
risque jewelry but lets NBC repeatedly
broadcast images of Trump's "hair?"
There ought to be a law against that.
Not long ago, Martha Stewart's
ticket to the pokey had yet to be stamped,
and it looked as if the Tyco executives
would be moving their Bacchanalian par
ties to cell block D. There was once a time,
too, when Kobe Bryant's wife didn't sport
a $4 million diamond "oops" ring.
Speaking of sports, in August the
pain of Cubs and Red Sox fans was more
of a prolonged throbbing than a sudden
choking. And back then, the nicest man
in golf always finished last - or at least
second. Today, Phil Mickelson is a mas
ter.
Time marches on. Some of us will
reset the clock over the summer and re
turn for more next fall. The rest of us have
seen enough. For many, the next decade
will pass in the office in an attempt to
keep the Access Group at bay. Time will
be counted in hours, not semesters or
years, provided the bar exam goes well.
The CDO says it will.
Time flies, too. A new year will
be here soon with new adventures and
stories. Someone else, preferably better,
will have to record them. Happy Summer.
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OPINIONS

Wrapping Up the Law School
Experience
BY MICHAEL SILVER

I

Special to the Nota Bene

n August of 2001, I began
classes at GW Law, confident
that I belonged in law school.
As I near graduation, I wonder, was I
truly aware of what I was getting myself
into? And has GW Law met my expec
tations?
In answer to the first q uestion, law
school has been more academically rig
orous, emotionally taxing, and humbling
than I envisioned.
It may seem like a cliche, but no
body should go to law school unless they
want to practice law.
Too many individuals choose this
path either as a default or because they
view law school as a means to an end.
For me, I figured that a law degree would
help me move up the ladder in DC as a
legislative aide or a lobbyist.
After three years, I realize that it is
too expensive and time consuming to do
this as anything other than an unequivo
cal commitment to a legal career.
Law school required me to develop
a new study ethos, a way of approach
ing schoolwork as a marathon. The ex
perience also made me recognize my in
tellectual weaknesses.
As much as I hate to admit it, the
LSAT was a pretty good predictor of my
aptitudes. My struggles with the dreaded
logic games correlated perfectly with my
brain shutting down every time we cov
ered a difficult scenario in property (like
"To X, Blackacre for life").
More than anything, law school is
a strange purgatory. We are not quite in
the real world, but we are not students
in the pure sense either. We sit in lec
tures, dutifully take notes in class, and
listen to professors pejoratively call us by
our last names and occasionally resort
to childish attendance policies (see Pro
fessor Cheh).
We go to our lockers, gossip with
our friends about section hookups, and
attack free food like vultures. Paradoxi
cally, we often arrive to school clad in
our best business attire. We work part
time as legislative aides, judicial interns,
or law clerks.
And each day we run up more
debt—stoking our desire to get out there,
earn money, and make things happen.
So has the purgatory of GW Law
School met my expectations? Yes and
no. I would give the school a grade of
B+, similar to the curve it imposes upon
us.
The building, particularly the ster
ile, hospital-like hallways, always has felt
impersonal. I was disappointed that pro
fessors did not discuss relevant policy and
political considerations more often, given
our DC locale.
And of course there was the clerk
ship letter fiasco, the untimely demise of
the Environmental Lawyer, the Dean
Young vs. Class of 2004 celebrity death
match over the graduation date, and the
fact that two of my professors did not
once acknowledge the 9/11 attacks the
day after they occurred).
At the same time, the quality of
teaching was excellent. I found the stu
dents to be bright, motivated, active, and
diverse.
The outside placement program
enabled me to get credit for a judicial

internship, my most memorable experi
ence in law school.
The facilities improvements have
been striking. And on balance, I believe
GW Law has a relatively healthy and nur
turing learning environment. We even
started an outline bank!
I often have lamented how GW Law
doesn't compare with my college years. I
idealize that time period, as if it were con
stantly flowing with opportunity, carefree
summers, beer, and happiness.
I know that I am looking at it with
rose-colored glasses, and frankly, grad
school is what it is—an experience that is
distinct, more serious, and perhaps more
profound than college.
My goals were different from day
one. I am older, wiser, and (hopefully)
more mature. And the world, and my
perspective on it, has changed dramati
cally since summer of 2001.
And nothing can take away the
moments of epiphany, humor and accom
plishment that have accompanied the jour
ney.
I remember the day Professor Smith
was explaining Erie and the proverbial
light bulb went off for the first time in my
two semesters of civil procedure. I recall
Professor Lupu putting a profanity-spew
ing student in his place by dryly quoting
Cohen v. California.
For a long time, I will replay in my
mind the closing argument in trial advo
cacy class, which I delivered at the fed
eral courthouse. And I managed to main
tain a long distance relationship with a
girlfriend outside of law school.
In the end, I can best sum up this
experience by referencing two of my fa
vorite movie characters, Dante from Clerks
and Dawson from Dazed and Confused.
Dante constantly complained about
his boss and his job at the convenience
store. Randall, his sidekick, made Dante's
life miserable by overturning a casket, in
sulting customers, and selling cigarettes
to a 4-year old. In spite of this, Dante
worked hard, refused to quit, and always
tried to do the right thing.
Dawson, after leaving the party at
the Moon Tower, sat on a big Texas foot
ball field and reflected on his high school
experience: "I just want to look back and
say, I did it the best I could when I was
stuck in this place."
These three years at GW Law have
been a grind. Like Dante, we have com
plained about this often mundane and
mind-numbing experience, as well as the
actions of the "boss" (i.e. Dean Young).
Yet, we came to work every day, and
we derived comfort from the familiar faces
we saw in the Stockton stairwell or the
leather lounge., We weathered all sorts of
obstacles and tragedy.
And like Dawson, we did it the best
we could while we were stuck in this
place—the purgatory of grad school. We
dedicated ourselves to causes, to clubs, to
each other, and to our own intellectual and
professional growth.
Most of all, we survived. And that,
in and of itself, should give us cause for
celebration.
Michael Silver is a 3 L from Washing
ton, DC.
He may be reached at
msilver@law.gwu. edu.

Board Editorial

So Long, Farewell, Auf
Wiedersehn, Goodbye
This edition of the Nota Bene is the
first from the new Editorial Board. This,
the last issue of Volume 15, does not re
peat the same radical changes as last
year's final issue. Though a new edito
rial board has taken the reins of the news
paper, we see little reason to tinker with
what has become a vastly improved pub
lication.
In our last most recent issue, the
writer of the editorial piece Ex Cathedra
cautioned that "[ijt's always dangerous
to single out a few individuals for the rec
ognition they deserve because there are
always others left out or forgotten," pro
ceeding then to do exactly that. The dan
ger is indeed omnipresent, and that
writer will now just have to forgive us
for doing the same for his staff.
There is plenty of praise to go
around. Former News Editor Alex
Saunders worked tirelessly to unearth
stories from an ever-increasing diversity
of sources. Former Features Editor Erik
Baptist remained, without a doubt, our
most-read columnist; and under the guid
ance of former Opinions Editor Chris
McClintock, our opinions section has
become all the more insightful and pro
vocative.
Indeed, some of our former editors
handily took on so much new responsi
bility that - as is evident from our new
masthead — they literally did the work
of two people. Former Managing Edi
tor Alan Tauber deserves special thanks
for the sheer breadth of time he put into
almost every aspect of this paper - from
layout and copying to soliciting ad space
and helping handle our fluctuating fi
nances.
But we reserve our greatest praise
for our former Editor-in-Chief. For over
a year-and-a-half now, Brandon Briscoe
has been the persistent, driving vision
ary behind this paper's revitalization. He
leaves behind a legacy that we will strive
to maintain: crisp, clean, responsible
writing that says what it means but is

never afraid to poke fun at whoever may
deserve it.
Some readers have likely already
started rolling their eyes at what is begin
ning to sound like a mutual admiration
society. The fact remains, however, that
the professionalism with which our out
going editorial board members ap
proached their jobs has helped reenergize
what was once (not too long ago) a content-deficient, clip-art-ridden rag. And it
has helped garner newfound recognition
for a school whose students have shown
their ability to compete in every aspect
of legal life with the best and brightest
minds out there.
That is not to say that there's no
room for improvement. There are always
more stories out there that need writing,
more pictures out there that need taking,
and more views out there that need to be
stated (yes, even in law school). It's our
job to keep this law school community
informed about every issue of import - to
point out what's wrong with our school,
to be sure, but also to point out what's
right. At the same time, we remain law
students, just like you. Full-fledged beat
reporters are (nearly) a thing of fiction
here, and as a result far too many worth
while, newsworthy items get lost in the
fray.
Thus, we repeat an oft-repeated re
quest: write to us ... or write for us. If
you see something that's worth comment
ing on, or if you're eager to get off your
chest, then jot down some thoughts and

send them to us. If you like what we're
writing, tell us. If you don't like what
we're writing then put your money where
your mouth is, a nd help make us better.
News has been and always will be a twoway-street. Believe us, the more you
write, the more we'll print. The more you
tell us about what you think is important,
the more we can tell everyone else, and if the storied "marketplace of ideas"
theory holds - the sharper we'll all be.
Here endeth the volume.
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"President Bush? But I wanted to see an
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Crossword 101
" You Auto Know"
ACROSS
1 Unflappable
5 Ship of the desert
10 Rights org.
14 Friendly nation
15 Like an old woman
16 Word before stream
or dish
17 Take the bus
18 Auto
20 _ Angeles
21 P hone part
22 Kind of foot ball
23 Mexican Indians
25 Huck's vehicle
27 More sluggish
29 Willy Loman
33 Tramps
34 Havana for one
35 Mr. Gershwin
36 Plant part
37 City slickers
38 Comes between root
and leaf
39 Chum
40 Got by
41 Hindu social system
42 Raises in rank
44 More hallowed
45 Minerals
46
Bradham: Pepsi
founder
47 Jelly garnish
50 Follower of Ail
51 Arizona and Missouri
lead ins
54 Auto
57 Employee safety law
58 Mad Hatter for one
59 Homer's story
60 Fake
61 Ogled
62 Beat
63 Conceal
DOWN
1 Olympian Lewis
2 Stew with cfiickpeas
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Gemini: (May 21—June 21)
Your friend's nasty case of conjunctivits will sink your grand strategy to have the
answers to your Admin. Law exam blinked to you in Morse Code.
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34

42
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39
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Taurus: (April. 20—May 20)
Hungry are the wicked for the fresh souls of the damned -- consider this the next time
BarBri comes asking for another deposit.
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Horoscopes

By Ed Canty
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Cancer: (June 22—July 22)
You will remain thoroughly befuddled as to why, when Tauber says it, it's "charm
ing," but when you merely think it, you're slapped with a 100 ft. restraining order.

32

35

38
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Leo: (July 23—Aug. 22)
Don't be alarmed because you woke up in an icy bathtub without your liver - rather,
pity the transplantee who'll soon be "paying the bill" for all those Thirsty Thursdays
you went to.
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3 Auto
4 Soap ingredient
5 Delicacy
6 Old World buffaloes
7 Factory, e.g.
8 Moose relative
9 Mary Ford's partner
10 Stings
11 Congres sional worker
12 Heir
13 O'Neill's Christie
19 Precedes thin
21 Coloring materials
24 Truant
25 Blew up
26 Pitiful word
27 Form
28 Military contractor
29 Flanks
30 Auto
31 Mountain ridge
32 Christener
34 Remedies

By GFR Associates E-Mail: EDC9432@aoI.com
Mail: GFR, P.O. Box 461, Schenectady, NY 12301
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Virgo: (Aug. 23—Sept. 22)
Spring has sprung. Feel free to show off that hot bod you were working on all winter
. . . but isn't it time you had that ugly mole removed? No, not that one.
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1
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37 Take out
38 Bargain
40 Comedy
41 Carbonated drink
43 Invalidated
44 Coiffeur's specialty
46 Stingy
471975 Wimbledon champ
48 Refuse to budge
49 Undefiled
50 Read quickly
52 Herring relative
53 Identical
55 Small quantity
56 Brew
57 Kosh
Quotable Quote
" When a man opens a car
door for his wife, ifs either
a new car or a new wife."
Prince Phillip
Duke of Edinburgh

Libra: (Sept. 23—Oct. 23)
You'll be able to test your grasp of slippery legal concepts like proximate cause next
October, while helping your fellow fry cooks find out what set off a nasty grease fire.
Scorpio: (Oct. 24—Nov. 21)
The outfit you plan on wearing for the final Booze Cruise is fabulous. All you need
now is a lamppost and a public defender, and you've got a complete accessory set.

>
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Sagittarius. (Nov. 22—Dec. 21)
Atty. Gen. Ashcroft agrees with you that the term "person of interest" is depressing.
Let's just call you a "super happy fun detainee."
11
Capricorn: (Dec. 22—Jan. 19)
Oh quit bitching, Capricorn — it's not like you were using your lymph nodes anyway.
Aquarius: (Jan. 20—Feb. 18)
Resolved: the EJF Auction was neither equal, nor just, nor an auction. Discuss.
Pisces: (Feb. 19—March 20)
You will soon learn why those two badass federal agents were stationed outside the
room where your exit loan interview was held.
Aries: (March 21—April 19)
After a great deal of time and effort, you've finally got the perfect essay answer ready
for your Property exam. This is great news, considering that you're a rising 3L.

